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Message from the Trustees.
Once again we have exciting news to share of developments at Island Farm. The visitors’ centre has been a huge success and
every day in the summer people have enjoyed the delights of the refreshments on offer while they watched the donkeys while
away the summer hours. The visitors’ centre has also enabled us to offer a range of talks and courses and they are proving to
be very popular. The barn is now refurbished and available for hire as well as being an excellent space for our fundraising
activities. We have a new office which is presently being refurbished and this will be a much needed addition to Island Farm.
We owe our thanks to the Reading Lions for painting the outside of the new reception block. A big thank you too to John
McLaren our Sanctuary Manager, who has been the driving force behind all the work as well as the day to day running of the
sanctuary.
We have had our tractor for ‘donkeys years’! (Please excuse the pun!) and we had to buy urgently a second hand tractor to save
staff and volunteers from heavy lifting and we now badly need to recoup the cost of £2500. A tractor is a costly undertaking
by any measure, and although we only bought a small second hand tractor the cost was £2,500. We have been putting our
heads together to see how we could fund such an out lay and we wondered if some of you wonderful readers might like to
put some money together and sponsor our tractor? If we could find 100 people to send us £25.00 this would cover the cost
of our purchase. Instead of going out for a costly Christmas lunch come and have turkey rolls and tea in our Visitors’ Centre
and donate £25.00 to our tractor fund. We could provide crackers!
We are sure you would enjoy it and the donkeys will be very pleased to see you too. Our Country Weekend on the 9th and
10th September was a great success. We attracted a varied array of miniature steam engines and vintage cars which raised
much interest, particularly from the boys, young and old. Owls Galore supported us with magnificent birds, again both young
and old, which caused much excitement. The spectacular Midland Bernese Carters with their Bernese Mountain dogs and
beautifully decorated carts and wagons were a joy to see and the Portsmouth Wild West show had us all on the edge of our
seats with shoot outs and high jinks. Of course we had our usual parade of donkeys, who all behaved impeccably. Add on the
delicious refreshments on sale, a range of stalls and the kitchen serving hot food all day long and it couldn’t fail to be a
success, particularly with the accompaniment of the lively music supplied by The Donkey House Players and in the evening the
Broadside Band. Once again we were very grateful for their support in making this event so successful.
Judy Gibbons, Chair of Trustees, Catherine Keogh, Vice Chair, Bee Wilson, Trustee.
All our Christmas cards have been designed by Bee Wilson [Trustee]

HELP!!! We need MORE VOLUNTEERS so
can you spare some time to help us in
2012? We have a variety of jobs for people
to do from hands on help in the stables what better than working with the donkeys to fund raising and office work. If you would
like to HELP Ring: 01491 833839 or
email: mail@donkeyrescue.co .uk
Come and visit us we are open every
day from 11am - 4pm all year round
[except Christmas Day]. If you want to
visit an adopted donkey please ring
first as he or she may be out
at a fete or show.

Island Farm
Donkey
Sanctuary

ROOMS for HIRE see back page
Hire The BARN
Hire our Visitor Centre

CONTACT DETAILS: Tel 01491 833938
WEB SITE: www.donkeyrescue.org.uk
EMAIL: mail@donkeyrescue.org.uk
ADDRESS: Old Didcot Rd, Brightwell cum Sotwell
Wallingford OX10 0SW

We have our own Christmas cards, buy from us and help the donkeys too!
Follow us on FACEBOOK - Facebook.com/islandfarmdonkeysanctuary
Adopt a donkey by visiting, phone us on 01491 833938 or on line at www.donkeyrescue.org.uk
We are now serving tea, coffee and cakes at our Visitor Centre at weekends and school holidays

Mr Crusty and Monty are two of our resident donkeys. If only they could talk, this is what they might say!
We had our usual busy summer, there was the spring grass to eat in the paddocks and fetes to attend. We were still glad to
return to our lovely new stables and all our friends and the other donkeys love them so much that some days we just
refuse to go out. But John McLaren who looks after us persuaded us to go out and in the end we obeyed.! We met our
fans at some of the venues that we’ve been to before. Gerald beautifully groomed with polished hooves, proudly pulled the
Carnival Princess through Wallingford in June once again. He said that the crowds were so appreciative of his efforts. He
told Monty and me that all he could hear were people saying “Oh isn’t he handsome?” and Gerald also said that the little
girl in the carriage was very pretty too!
Monty and I had an enjoyable day at Warborough Feast in August, we also had a lovely day at Uffington, despite our
disgust at finding the event was called ‘The White Horse Show’ Surely the ‘Grey Donkey Show’ has a much nicer ring to it?
We donkeys are a hard working herd and we managed to attend steam rallies, football tournaments and school events and
where ever we went our faithful fans were there to meet us.. It didn’t matter who went out we were always welcomed and
being well schooled in donkey etiquette we never failed to behave impeccably and to impress. Who ever went out on one
of our frequent public appearances would come back and tell the rest of us donkeys how the trip had been. Queen and
Brandy spent a happy Saturday at the Bunkfest in Wallingford but on the Sunday the morning they were glad not to get
soaked in the torrential rain, and were grateful for the protection of the gazebo. They even had to position a bowl to catch
the rain that was pouring through the eyelets of the shelter. However they put on a ‘brave face’ despite the weather and in
the afternoon the sun came out and everybody remarked on their stoicism.
In July we welcomed lots of visitors to Island Farm for the Donkey Show. Of course we couldn’t enter ourselves because
we needed to give our visitors a chance to excel, but it must be said that we saw some very smart donkeys here! I had to
give Monty a good talking to and remind him that he was not the judge and that we had Mark Kerr from the Donkey
Sanctuary at Sidmouth to do that job. I think there was a rather pretty mare that took his fancy, but I will spare his blushes
on this occasion.
The usual exchange of information in the stables about our trips and adventures suddenly changed and we heard hushed
whispers from the girls’ stable. Monty became very uneasy, he doesn’t like secrets. Like Chinese whispers the rumours
became rife, at one point we were told that Pollyanne and Tracey had to buy new hats! Well poor Monty was very
confused, he wondered what sort of hat any donkey would need, and I didn’t share my concern with Monty, but wondered
if they needed straw boaters and were being sent to a beach! On the very last day of August the secret was revealed and
all became clear. Pollyanne and Tracey had been invited to a wedding! Pollyanne did boast a little about her popularity
and she can be a bit of a diva when it comes to making guest appearances. Pollyanne told us that the family of the bride
had adopted her as a present for the bride when she was just a small girl. The little girl had been so delighted she had
come to visit PollyAnne each year on her birthday. Now the girl was all grown up and getting married. Of course Pollyanne,
with all her theatrical connections was top of the guest list.
The kind parents had invited Pollyanne and guest to the wedding. Well there was such excitement, our staff member, John
Roberts polished the tack until it gleamed and he and one of our volunteers, Karen Pengelly, suitably attired in smart
donkey ‘showing’ clothes took Pollyanne and guest Tracey to the wedding. It was a top secret operation because the bride
did not know they were coming and they had to leave the lorry outside and creep into the venue. Once inside Pollyanne
and Tracey had to hide behind some bushes and when the bride entered Pollyanne and Tracey were there as guard of
honour. The bride was delighted and Pollyanne and Tracey were very proud to take the good wishes of all at Island Farm
and to have made the bride happy on her special day. Of course secretly we all wished that we had been the adored
donkey, who had been invited to a wedding, and Monty suspected that Pollyanne and Tracey might have been plied with
jam doughnuts or ginger biscuits or other celebratory confectionary. I told him that it would be very bad for his teeth and
I am suspicious there is already an extra inch on his waistline ...
Thanks - to the DONKEY HOUSE PLAYERS and the BROADSIDE BAND who once again gave us live music at
the Country Weekend we look forward to seeing them all again sometime.

A SPECIAL REQUEST
We are now caring for 82 rescued donkeys, 2 sheep, 3 goats including Snowy who has came last year in a pitifully
malnourished state, 2 geese [1 with a broken wing] and a our flock of chickens. All our animals are there to welcome
visitors and ensure they have an enjoyable visit. Demands on our resources are about £9,000 a month and there are
times when we find it difficult to make ends meet or for us to be able to save for the future.
We are deeply grateful to all our benefactors who are so kind and generous to us at Island Farm. But we need to plan for the
future so that we know all our donkeys and other animals will be looked after at the sanctuary for the rest of their lives.

Can you help us by remembering us in your WILL?
If you would like to discuss how you can help ring:
Judy on 01235 868516 anytime or leave a message at the sanctuary on 01491 833938

Please HELP us with Fund Raising and
you don’t even need to live nearby!!!
We have a fantastic group of Volunteer
The spotlight this issue is shining on Frances and Margaret. Frances is small in
Fund Raisers but they need help and
stature but big in heart. Despite being a retired lady, she is full of energy and if
cannot possibly raise all we need.
she is not knitting, she is sewing and if she is not sewing she will be cleaning or
They need your HELP and so do the
perhaps you have met her serving you tea and cakes in the visitors’ centre.
DONKEYS. We do not have funds
Frances is a long serving volunteer, whose amazing handiwork talents and
other than those we raise with our
inexhaustible work ethic has raised much needed funds to support the donkeys.
events and our wonderful and
generous volunteers and supporters. Frances is supported by her friend Margaret. Margaret has reached an age

So can YOU:

or a J

when she could be forgiven for sitting at home and putting her feet up! Instead
you can find her on her feet all day, serving teas and making sandwiches. If she
is not ensuring that you are well fed you might find her selling jumble or
generally making herself as useful as possible. We are very grateful to Frances
and Margaret, and all our volunteers.
Come and meet Francis and Margaret in our
Visitor centre which is OPEN for refreshments at
weekends and school holidays. We can cater for
a ploughman's lunch or tea so if you would like
to visit for a special occasion then ring to
arrange. Groups welcome by arrangement

Please get in touch if you
have any other ideas for
example can you or someone
you know sponsor this
newsletter?

Although we have made lots of
improvements over the last 2
years we need your support as
lots more is needed. Before the
winter sets in we need proper
drinking water containers and
feed trays in the new stables and
some urgent repairs need to be
done. We also need to upgrade
some other stabling to be used
when donkeys are ill. We are
having to raise at least £9,000
per month to keep going and any
extras are impossible on our
budget - so please HELP in
whatever way you can.

Would you like to improve your
knowledge of donkeys and their
care? On our one day courses
you will have both expert
teaching and a practical session
with ‘hands on’ grooming and
other care too. Our courses are
for Stage 1 and Stage 2.
If so, then ring us on 01491 833938
for further information.

Frances calling in at the Office
on a car Boot Sale day.

Margaret at her stall on a cold
Saturday before Christmas.

Above, Frances and Margaret taking a break from
their tea room duties in the Visitor centre.

Having completed improvements in our facilities we are now able to offer
rooms for hire. We have the BARN which is now carpeted and can take over
100 people or can be divided to suit requirements. The Barn is suitable for
Functions [licensed bar and catering available] or evening hire for groups
needing rehearsal space or clubs who meet regularly.
We have excellent facilities for up to 25 people in the VISITORS’ CENTRE.
This centre can be booked by groups who meet in the evening or for special
events [daytime or evening] and catering is provided - if needed.
Please RING: 01491 833938 why not in call and see what we have on offer?

Adopt a Donkey £15

For up to date information on
You can adopt a donkey and help the ADOPTION or our CAR BOOT
SALES please check our
sanctuary too - adoption makes a
lovely and yet unusual present for
website
people who have everything!!
Ring 01491 833938

www.donkeyrescue.org.uk

Thank you for
supporting the donkeys

NEW
Sunday 5th February ~ Sunday 4th March ~ Sunday 1st April
Sunday 6th May ~ Sunday 3rd June
10am - 4pm setting up from 8am
For pitches ring: 01491 833938
NEW
Saturday 18th February ~ Saturday 17th March ~
Saturday 21st April ~ Saturday 19th May ~ Saturday 16th June
10am 4pm Setting up from 8am
For pitches ring: 01491 833938

Visiting Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary
Then why not stay at Little Gables
166, Crowmarsh Hill OX108BG
Tel: 01491 837834
www.littlegables.co.uk

Friendly village pub
in the centre of the village,

29th Oct, 12th Nov and 26th Nov please see
www.donkeyrescue.co.uk or ring 01491 833938 for more dates.
Set up 10.30am starts 12 noon. Pitches £6 ring to book.

We now have The Barn and the Visitors Centre available for hire
both venues are unique as they within the grounds of the Sanctuary.
The Barn which has been decorated and carpeted can accommodate
well over 100 people [and can be divided] would be suitable for
parties or other large gatherings and the Visitor Centre can
accommodate up to 25 people for meetings or other occasions.
Bar available and refreshments and other catering requirements
available. Local groups and anyone interested are welcome to
come and see us. Please ring 01491 833938

The Red Lion at Cholsey

Putting Animals on the agenda
of the Christian Church
We work closely with CCA [see advert below]

Visit our shop for a wide range of gifts. We have quality polos for
£12 and sweatshirts all embroidered with our own Island Farm
logo they are good value at £15
We also have colourful reusable ‘tote’ bags ~ a bargain at £2.50
made from recycled plastic and wide range of donkey toys,
‘donkey’ stationery, useful china ie mugs, cruets. There are also
pens for school and lots more items for sale in the
VISITOR CENTRE

MAKE
your GARDEN GROW!!!
MANURE for SALE
Ready Bagged
Everyday from 11am - 4pm

Email: deborahjark@aol.com

We are a voice for animals in the Catholic Church
We work closely with ASWA [see advert above]

Ladder Ads’ cost £20 and help the
donkeys too. Book a space in the
next newsletter. Circulation 2000
Email: labcott2@googlemail.com

