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HellO AGAIN . . . .
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Thank you again for all your support.
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McLaren

John McLaren
Co-founder and Manager
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It’s Donkey Time!
If you have ever wanted to be up close and personal with a donkey to call your own then
Donkey Time is an experience you will love and never forget. We are holding morning
sessions where you will be working closely with founder John McLaren and sanctuary staff.
Learn about donkey care and have a one-to-one experience with a donkey with grooming,
taking them for a walk and more. There will be a tour of the sanctuary with John and of
course lots of donkey cuddles. Makes an ideal gift for any donkey lover you may know.
The sessions cost £75 per person and are from 9.30am to 1.30pm. They are being held on
the following Tuesdays: 11th June, 9th July, 13th August, 10th September and 8th October.
Places are limited to six per session. Please contact the sanctuary for more details and an
application form. You can read more about Donkey Time on the events page of our website
www.donkeyrescue.co.uk

New Arrivals: SNOWY and ROLY

New Arrivals 1: Snowy and Roly
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Roly was in an overall better condition than Snowy
but he had three sarcoids that had become ulcerated
in a sensitive area. Sarcoids are the most common
skin tumour in horses and ponies and, although they
may look like warts, they are locally destructive and
must be treated. Once again, our Donkey Hospital
was utilised and Roly had a lengthy (and costly)
operation to surgically remove two of them. The
third, smaller sarcoid is being treated in a non surgical
way which appears to be working but careful and
regular monitoring is required. Roly is now very
happy and he and Snowy are still together.
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thing about them is that they happened at opposite ends of the world!
Kaz Pringle is a keen baker and came up with a great idea to help the sanctuary. We will let
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for ‘Ballerina Syndrome’ which is
contraction of the tendons, causing
her to walk on the toe of her hooves,
hence the ballerina reference. To start
with, X-Rays were taken in the Donkey
Hospital by our vet Jonathan Cranston
BVetMed BSc(Hons) MRCVS using our
own X-Ray machine (purchased thanks
to a donation from The Annie Dean
Charitable Trust). Jonathan was able
to confirm that Pollyanne did not have
arthritis in any of her joints which was
good news.
Daly applied a special resin to the sole
and front of Pollyanne’s hooves. This has
the effect of extending the toe of the
hoof, gently stretching the tendons. This
will be a long and slow process working
millimetres at a time but even at this
early stage of her treatment Pollyanne
appears to be walking better. We look
forward to including an update in our
Winter Newsletter and in case you are
wondering about Pollyanne’s rear end,
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Monty’s
Ramblings
Hello again everyone, I’m back with my latest
Ramblings and thoughts on life at Island Farm.
Firstly, this time I have a new scribe to help me.
I believe her dog is helping too which should
be interesting as us donkeys are not partial to
dogs as everyone knows. Anyway, I shall have
to tell him to keep his barking ideas to himself.
Life here is as ever very hectic with lots of
coming and goings. We had a busy time over
Easter with fourteen donkeys going out to
churches for Palm Sunday and taking part in
processions all over the place from Caversham
to Oxford and in between. What a business it is
but we all try to help our staff and volunteers
when they come in early in the morning to make
all of us look smart to go and meet our public.
We have our coats brushed and hooves shone
and are so proud to represent the sanctuary.
We always try be on our best behaviour (of
course I always am, as I know exactly what to
do!). I hear that a new donkey called Alex went
out and was so well behaved that the people
in Wantage want him to go again next year. I
must have a word with him we don’t want him
getting ideas above his station, but anyway, I
hear he is a good fellow.
We have a new donkey called Don who had a sad
life but now he is with us he says he is happy
and has settled in well with John, the staff and
one or two of us showing him the ropes. As
you know we have some other animals too and
recently a pigmy nanny goat called Valentine
came to Island Farm with a kid only 14 days old.
Both were sad and underfed but of course now
that Linda and the staff have fed them up they
are as happy as can be. So much so that the
kid, called Star, has been amusing us all with
his antics. Mind you when I was young I used to
frolic in the fields too!! Anyway, Star loves to
climb up an old children’s slide and sliding down
on his bottom so much so we are all laughing.
I think someone told me that there is a video
of this trick on Facebook – mind you I don’t do
Facebook and I am far too dignified for those

sorts of tricks now. Valentine is a nice
companion for our other goat Snowy who sadly
lost her friend due to old age.
We are having our Country Show at the end of
May on 25th and 26th and I shall have to make
sure that everyone is ready for all the extra
visitors we will be getting. I will walk proudly
round the ring in the Donkey Parade each day
as I am so grateful for my lovely home and to
everyone who takes care of me and my friends.
That reminds me, we are going to have some
new stables built to replace the old wooden
ones at the bottom of the yard so we all would
like to thank those kind people who have
made donations to the Sanctuary – they all
add up and when we have enough we can do
something that is really, really needed. To
have new stables and a special area where new
donkeys can go to settle in when they arrive
will be lovely for us all. Although there is always
so much to do the grass in the paddocks is not
going to eat itself so I need to be off! We wish
you all a lovely Summer and hope to see you all
soon. Hee Haw!!

BEST HOOF FORWARD
In order to survive in desert and semi-arid parts of the world where the ground is dry
and stony donkeys hooves have adapted to become quite different to those of horses.
Donkey hooves are smaller, more flexible, yet harder wearing than horse hooves. The
hoof wall and sole is thicker and the frog, a triangular shaped pad which acts as a shock
absorber for the foot when it makes impact with the ground, is larger and tougher.
However, these adaptations mean that when donkeys are kept on lush, wet pasture,
their feet can become soft and they can often suffer from foot diseases. Their hooves
do not wear naturally as they would in the wild so therefore it is vitally important to have
a correct hoof care routine in place. Donkeys rarely have the need to wear shoes but they
must have regular trimming at intervals of 6 to 8 weeks, depending on the donkeys age
and condition.
For a neglected donkey inadequate hoof care results in overgrown hooves that cripple
a donkey and causes extreme pain and suffering. Over the years we have had several
donkeys come into the sanctuary with this problem and it can take many months for them
to be able to walk normally again. Some donkeys never fully recover and have ongoing
issues with their hooves throughout their lives.
Other problems that can affect hoof health is Seedy Toe, when the part of the hoof known
as the White Line becomes weak and crumbly. This allows dirt, small stones and bacteria
to enter and get stuck in the space under the horny part of the hoof, causing infection.
If a donkey suffers a wound that penetrates the Sole or White Line this can cause an
abscess where infection and pus builds up causing intense pain and can require urgent
veterinary attention. The vet may recommend a poultice, to help draw the infection out
of the foot and/or cut away the abscess with a hoof knife to help the infection to drain out.
A course of antibiotics may also be required.
The donkey pictured is Midge on the day she arrived and as can be seen, her hooves were
overgrown and she was in a terrible state. You can read more about Midge on our website:
www.donkeyrescue.co.uk/donkey-veterinary-treatment-example-1/
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