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DONKEY SHOW and FUN DOG SHOW
with FLEA MARKET COLLECTORS FAIR
Starts 10am

SUNDAY

7th

JULY

FUN for EVERYONE

HELP!! HELP!! HELP!!
ISLAND FARM needs more
VOLUNTEERS
We need people to help us in the STABLES,
with EVENTS, with SOCIAL NETWORKING
with FUND RAISING
and to MAKE and SERVE TEAS,
Coffee and cakes in our new
Visitors Centre with small Shop [see below].
Can you spare a few hours each week
to HELP us?
VISITORS CENTRE at ISLAND FARM

WOLFPACK MCC
YEKNOD RALLY
In aid of Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary
and Helen and Douglas House

Camping, Live Band, Bar, Raffle, Disco Hot Food, Bike Show

16th, 17th and 18th AUGUST
CONTACT: Shelley 07713481152

Details of our two day COUNTRY WEEKEND
see page 4 or ~ ring 01491 833938
Fun for all the family Sat 25th and Sun 26th MAY

What kind and clever children

We continue to be grateful for the support that we receive from schools,
in the last edition we mentioned St. Nicholas School, Wallingford for
adopting us as their charity.
This year we are grateful to St. Edmund’s Roman Catholic School in
Abingdon who have adopted us as their charity and produced a beautiful
donkey collage made entirely of coins.

We have plenty of children’s activities at our Country Show over the
Bank Holiday weekend 25th and 26th May, including a bouncy castle
and a colouring competition. There will be plenty to amuse the adults too,
including miniature steam engines, our now very popular fun dog show
and of course the donkey parade. Hot food and refreshments will be
available all day and there will be indoor and outdoor activities. Do
check our events diary - we look forward to meeting you there.

Linda and John
with Briony and Viscount

Come and meet VISCOUNT, [see left]. our new foal
born in April at the Sanctuary. His mother Briony
came to us a month before he was born.
He is a real charmer!!

Please check with the Sanctuary if you wish to visit your adopted donkey as she or he may be out at an event.
Follow us on FACEBOOK - Facebook.com/islandfarmdonkeysanctuary
Adopt a donkey by visiting, phone us on 01491 833938 or www.donkeyrescue.org.uk
We are now serving tea, coffee and cakes at our Visitor Centre at weekends and school holidays
ADDRESS: Old Didcot Rd, Brightwell cum Sotwell OX10 0SW
CONTACT DETAILS: Tel 01491 833938 EMAIL: mail@donkeyrescue.org.uk

Mr Crusty and Monty are two of our resident donkeys. If only they could talk, this is what they might say!
We are always delighted to receive visitors, both at home and
is not the end of the world’some grumbled, ‘but having
when we are out on our many good will visits to fetes and events. worms in your belly could be a catastrophe! I know that it is
We always like to look our best and at times Monty can be a little not something that one needs to boast about, but one must
too precious about his appearance. His philosophy is that if
be responsible in such cases.
people are kind enough to make the effort to visit us, we should
John McLaren is certainly responsible. He had called in our
make the effort to look our very best for them. Of course we all
vet because all the wet weather and inclement conditions
agree, as noble equines there is a need to keep up appearances.
meant there was a need to give us some extra protection and
There was an awkward situation earlier in the year which poor
we all had to have an injection to protect us from worms and
Monty found particularly difficult to deal with. “Monty old chap” other bacteria. It is a regular occurrence to take medicine to
I said, “you still look splendid!” but he was not convinced. You
keep our tummies healthy and it is a very expensive business
see some of our more eagle eyed visitors noticed that we donkeys with so many of us to take care of. The spots were to identify
were sporting some bright colours on our rumps. Monty found
who had received their medication because there were too
this most distasteful. ‘Purple’ he said vehemently, was not his
many of us to do in one day.
colour. His colour was grey, he insisted, always had been and
We also have regular appointments with the farrier and the
always would be. Some of us sported purple spots and some had dentist, and despite the dentist being kind and knowledgeable
orange, but the colour was irrelevant. Monty was his usual
Monty frets and worries and one would sometimes mistake
sensitive self and became quite upset by the whole ‘purple’
him for a human with his neurosis about the dentist!
situation. ‘People,’ Monty said, ‘are looking at the coloured spots However these appointments keep us healthy and handsome
and not our fine equine lines.’
and ready to receive our adoring fans. Once Monty’s
Some of the other donkeys got quite irritated with him. They
coloured spot had faded he returned to his old happy self,
thought he was making too much fuss, wearing a purple spot
probably because he had a well protected and happy tummy,
not to mention comfortable teeth and feet!

BRIGHT
IDEAS
NEEDED

COLLECT
USED
STAMPS

Every time you SHOP on line
GO TO…..

MAKE a DONATION
ORGANISE an OFFICE EVENT
And give through….

….and nominate Island Farm
Donkey Sanctuary as your charity

SHOP WINDOW!!

We now have shop items on sale in the Visitors Centre as well as
the Office - all our items are very reasonably priced. We now
have new stock which includes children’s books These are lovely
stories about donkeys, chickens and goats - all of which we have
living with us at the Sanctuary. They are excellent quality and are
very reduced cut price. Good presents for birthdays too!!
We also have on offer a range of soft donkey toys which are very
popular with the children - and adults alike!.

A really good present is to ADOPT a DONKEY it costs £15
and really helps the Sanctuary as well.
We also have tote bags and reasonably priced sweatshirts complete with our logo.
Our next NEWSLETTER in the Autumn will feature our new Christmas cards - these are
unique quality cards painted especially for Island Farm by artist friends.

Heather, Jackie and
Michelle running the
Sanctuary stall at
Wantage Dickensian Evening

We were incredibly lucky when Jackie Lawrence
volunteered at IFDS, because not only is she hard
working and optimistic and full of good ideas, but
she also brought her whole family along and they all
share her qualities! Jackie, with Mum Heather and
Dad Keith, are the cheerful trio who run the bric a
brac and toy stall at the table top sales. However
their resourcefulness doesn’t end there and you
might meet them collecting funds at a shopping
centre, or organising the very popular Island Farm
Fun Dog show.
The Fun Dog Show which always proves to be a highlight of our big events is
organised totally by Jackie and Heather and Keith and Jackie even manages to
rope in her sister Michelle when they are short handed. Despite having had an
operation recently, Heather is back on her stall, despite her crutches. We all
wish her a speedy recovery and send our thanks to all the Lawrence family for
their hard work and support.

A DONKEY STORY ~ This is the story of LADY and
because of the care and love she received at Island Farm she is now able to
represent the Sanctuary on behalf of all the donkeys!

An inspiring story
about
POLLYANNE
and life at
Island Farm Donkey
Sanctuary

Lady is a 6 year old mare donkey standing at 10.2 hands and she has a
unique story about how she came into the sanctuary. In 2007 we were
contacted by a friend in Shropshire who had obtained Lady in a terrible
condition in South Wales with an equine passport in German.
Although the full details are not known it seems that Lady came to this country on a German cargo
ship with her passport signed off for her to go to slaughter. An equine passport is a document
required in European Union countries for every equine animal (donkeys, ponies and horses). Details
must include a description of the animal and a record of whether it is intended for human
consumption.
Fortunately, Lady avoided this awful fate and eventually she ended up with our Shropshire friend
who quickly passed her on to us. When we examined Lady we found she was in a terrible state with
overgrown hooves, her coat was covered in lice and she was infested with internal parasites.
Thankfully, with prompt treatment she recovered quickly and very soon joined the other mare
donkeys at the sanctuary. It was only when we had her passport translated that we discovered what
Lady's fate would have been.
We were relieved when, with the help of the Donkey Breed Society who issue equine passports in
the UK, we were able to get Lady's passport changed to enable her to stay at Island Farm Donkey
Sanctuary. Lady has since been out taking part in some of the many events on behalf of the
sanctuary. Her most publicised performance was quite soon after her rescue back in 2007 when she
took part in a nativity play at the Magdalen Road Church in Oxford and just loved all the fuss made
of her. People were so amazed to learn of Lady's story and how quickly she had recovered that she
featured in articles in both local and national newspapers such as the Daily Mail.
As we celebrate our fourth year as Trustees Message from the Trustees
of Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, we thank
God for the marvellous support we continue their breakfast. His whistle is however a
to receive from the industrious staff, the hard welcome sound on a cold frosty morning and
working volunteers and you, our generous the chickens are joined by our resident goose,
two wild ducks and a cock pheasant, all running
friends and supporters.
We still need to work incredibly hard to raise across the yard in response to that welcome call.
circa £10,000 per month to stay solvent. The sparrows join in as well! A true Sanctuary,
There is however a peace and tranquillity a haven during this cold winter, not just for our
which permeates through the Sanctuary donkeys.

Copies on SALE at the
Sanctuary NOW - £6.99 or
by post £8.50 [includes
postage and packing]
We are now collecting used ink
cartridges, toners and old mobile
phones.Ask in the Office for a bag
to take home or to your workplace.
You can return the bag to the Sanctuary or post
it on or simply bring your cartridges to the
Sanctuary and put them in the bin in the Office.
The wet and cold weather has meant that there
is little grass. This means that the donkeys
needed additional food and we need to raise
even more money to feed all the hungry
mouths.

The recession and the cold weather have made
it more difficult for people to care for their
animals. For some people who have lost their
livelihoods or had to move home their
beloved donkeys are in need of a caring new
Although the cold weather has not been as home. We now have 112 donkeys in our care
which money cannot buy.
It is evident at breakfast time when our inclement in Oxfordshire as other areas, it has and we have exciting news because one of the
mares has now had her foal, VISCOUNT. We
Sanctuary manager John McLaren begins the been a difficult year for Island Farm.
have taken in 11 donkeys since March and
first feed of the day. Once the donkey food The cold and wet has meant that the donkeys
is mixed and loaded into the feeding truck, were brought in early and despite the first day suspect that another mare who has come to
live here at Island Farm is also a expecting
John takes a minute to feed the chickens. He of spring having been long
foal., so check our website for the news of the
walks into the yard and whistles and the since passed, we have had to delay turning
happy events and come and visit the foals,
chickens run from all directions ready for been able to turn them out in to the fields.
you are guaranteed to be enchanted!

Judy Gibbons, Chair of Trustees, Catherine Keogh, Vice Chair, Anne Ebsworth Trustee.

HELP
Thank you for
supporting the donkeys
FOXTAIL GARAGE
White Horse Business Park
Ware Road
Stanford In The Vale,
Faringdon SN7 8NY

A GOOSE is needed for our
lonely GANDER - since he lost his
mate he spends his time looking
at his reflection. Please help us …
RING 01491 833938

Tel:01367 718 698
BMW Specialist and ALL makes.

The Red Lion,
Brightwell cum Sotwell

01491837373
www.redlion.biz
Friendly village pub
in the centre of the village,
Root One Garden Centre Brightwell-cum-Sotwell 01491 836277

Please check with website
www.donkeyrescue.org.uk
or ring 01491 833938

ALL FAIRS - Setting up from 8am
For pitches ring: 01491 833938
MOTs, Servicing & Repairs
All vehicles, including light commercial

Full Circle

Ladder Ads’ cost £40 a year and help
the donkeys too. Book a space in the
next newsletter. Circulation 2000
Email: labcott2@googlemail.com

DONKEY
MANURE
MANURE from
Island Farm
available NOW
ready bagged.
Mature and ready to
use now.

10 Barnards Way
Charlton
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 7EA
Telephone: 01235 798313
www.thehartlandclinic.co.uk
We provide a full range of foot health care services for all the family

www.fullcircletravel.co.uk

www.facebook.com/FullCircleTravel

The Hartland
Podiatry Clinic

Table Top and Jumble, Book Stall
and Bric a Brac
2nd & 4th Saturdays in the month
MEMORIAL WALL
will be in place SOON
If you would like a Memorial
plaque at the Sanctuary for a
family member or a much loved
pet we can advise and also help
with the wording
This is a lovely way in which we
can remember our friends and
family and our animals too.
We will be remembering our
volunteers who have passed
away within the last year or so.
We will arrange a short Service
of Remembrance in November.

Anglican Society
for the
Welfare of Animals
www.aswa.org.uk
Putting Animals on the agenda
of the Christian Church
We work closely with CCA [see advert below]

Email: deborahjark@aol.com

We are a voice for animals in the Catholic Church
We work closely with ASWA [see advert above]

www.catholic-animals.org

Island Farm Donkey
Sanctuary
Would like to thank all our
advertisers and supporters
for contributing towards the
cost of caring for our now
112 rescued donkeys and
other animals. We have to
raise £10,000 a month and
your continued help is
really appreciated.
THANK YOU!!

