
Mr Robert
Packer, on his
pottery stall

being presented,
by Judy

Gibbons, with his
cup as winner of

the Best
Exhibitor Stall at

the Country
Show held over
the May Bank

Holiday
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  Please check with the Sanctuary if you wish to visit your adopted donkey as she or he may be out at an event.

ISLAND FARM
needs more

VOLUNTEERS
to help with

•FUND RAISING
•YARD WORK

with the DONKEYS
•SERVING teas in the

VISITOR CENTRE
•OFFICE and IT work

Ring Wendy
on 01491 833938

Follow us on FACEBOOK - Facebook.com/islandfarmdonkeysanctuary
Adopt a donkey by visiting, phone us on 01491 833938 or www.donkeyrescue.org.uk
We are now serving tea, coffee and cakes at our Visitor Centre at weekends and school holidays

ADDRESS: Old Didcot Rd, Brightwell cum Sotwell OX10 0SW
CONTACT DETAILS: Tel 01491 833938 EMAIL: mail@donkeyrescue.org.uk

YES!!
Let me show
you round!

Is this Island Farm?

GOOD NEWS!! Our GANDER, Gary,
has found a GOOSE, Gracie who

came with her friend who is a DUCK,
Gertie and they are all living happily
together. So THANK YOU to the

kind person who found our GANDER
not one but two friends. Island Farm

will be their
‘FOREVER HOME’ from now on.

CAROLS with the DONKEYS on FRIDAY 13thth Dec 2013 at 7.30pm and

SERVICE of DEDICATION on Thursday 17th OCTOBER at 7.30pm
to remember our friends, family and pets

EVERYONE  is WELCOME to COME

SEE back page for details:

 At times donkeys come to us who are sick or
injured, and at other times donkeys at the
sanctuary that have grown old or have come to
live with us after suffering much hardship. As a
result they often become ill.  For a long time
both John McLaren and the Trustees have had a
vision of a dedicated place to treat those
donkeys that are sick and we are now in the
process of fund raising for an equine hospital.
The plans have now been submitted to SODC and
we hope that this will be the next big project at
Island Farm. So, once we have planning
permission [we hope by mid September] we will
be FUND RAISING for this special project - we
need to raise £30,000. One of our volunteers,
Keith Lawrence, has been instrumental in getting
this project off the ground and we are grateful
to Keith and to John McLaren, Sanctuary
Manager, for their vision.  A special bank account
will be opened so, if you would like to support
this project please send your contribution to the
Sanctuary marked  ‘Equine Hospital Account’

We are a sanctuary
to the swallow
 family too!

EQUINE HOSPITAL APPEAL

Donkey friends
at Island Farm

Donkey
Sanctuary doing

’essential
grooming’

CHRISTMAS CARDS now on SALE - see PAGE 2
VISIT our SHOP ~ EVERYTHING at REASONABLE PRICES

ADOPT a DONKEY as a present for just £15



Mr Crusty and Monty are two of our resident donkeys. If only they could talk, this is what they might say!

CARDS
drawn by

local artists

This year we have three NEW Christmas cards all drawn
and donated by friends of the Sanctuary so please

support us - prices are very reasonable and you will NOT
find any of these cards on sale elsewhere

£2.50 a pack
of six cards or

£6 for three
packs

‘Looking to the East’
Briony and her foal Viscount  -

two Island Farm donkeys
Oil painting by Pam Rawlins

Our cards are quality
cards with the Sanctuary

logo and address and
‘With all Good Wishes for
Christmas and the New
Year’ printed on the

inside page.

We have had such a busy spring and summer. There has been the
usual round of fetes and public appearances and we have all been
keen for the news of the event when the adventurers returned.  The
weather has been so changeable Monty was very worried about
Pollyanne and Tracey who went to Wallingford Carnival, the weather
resembled a monsoon and poor Gerald who pulled the carriage with
the carnival princess was also caught in the downpour.  Monty is a
sensitive old chap and he worried all day about Pollyanne and Tracey.
He was convinced that they would catch pneumonia.  I did assure him
that the Island Farm staff always erect a gazebo to offer protection
from sun and rain when we attend events, but Monty would not rest
until Pollyanne and Tracey were safely back and could tell their own
tale of the wet and windy event.  We were all on tender hooks
(although we tend to say ‘tender hooves’) as the Donkey Show
approached.  With such inclement weather Monty was convinced it
would be a wash out and we do look forward to having donkeys from
all parts of the country visit us here at Island Farm. In fact the day
was blazing hot and Monty and I listened to the events of the day on
the loud speaker.  Monty remarked many times that he was glad to be
in the shade of our comfortable stables.  The boiling weather did not
appear to dampen the enthusiasm of the competitors though and a
great day was enjoyed by all.
The spring also brought several new arrivals to Island Farm which
took Monty’s attention.  We had two babies at Island Farm Briony
who came to us pregnant, gave birth to Viscount in April.  He was
such a delightful little chap that all the mares became mesmerised but
to be honest Monty and I and some of the other chaps were enthralled
too.  We also had some new arrivals to the sanctuary, which of course
raised all our interest.  Ed and his baby son Bailey were in need of the
peace and support offered by Island Farm.  Now Ed is quite a
handsome chap with nicely striped legs and Monty seemed
worryingly envious of those elegant legs.  Bailey however was a
strange looking baby, Ed’s liaison with a Shetland pony, (which we
prefer not to discuss at length,) had produced progeny which as
Monty pointed out, on more than one occasion,  did resemble Muffin
the Mule!  However those of you who are familiar with the story of

the Ugly Duckling” will be pleased to know that the “Ugly
Duckling” story has been replicated here and Bailey has surprised
us all. Even Monty has admitted that Bailey really is the most
beautiful Mule, with fine features and the beautiful cross on his
back.  This signature is to ensure that his donkey ancestry is very
clear. Our other new arrivals restored peace and sanity to the
sanctuary.  Gary the sanctuary gander had lost his long term mate.
She had been a grand old bird and had coped with her disability of
angel wings admirably.  We were all sad when she died of old age
but poor Gary the gander was heart-broken, and a heart-broken
gander is noisy!  Gary moped about and was miserable and his
misery seemed to be contagious.  Monty began to moan about poor
Gary and suggested counselling.  Monty is not the most patient
amongst us and his sympathy had soon run thin!  We were
therefore all very pleased when a new goose came to join us at
Island Farm.  Of course it would have been improper for Gary to
be introduced to Gracie un-chaperoned and so she came with her
good friend Gertie the Aylesbury duck, both in need of a new
home.  Monty is not very fluent in ‘goose’ and I cannot speak a
word of it.  In fact privately we describe it as ‘gobbledy goose’ but
we generally get the impression that Gary is quite taken with his
new lady friends.  We are however fairly fluent in English.  We all
completely understand the intonations of the spoken word, words
such as beautiful and handsome have been well practised on us and
we accept these pleasantries courteously as you would expect any
noble equine to do.  We recognise ‘good boy’ and ‘good girl’ and
perfectly comprehend words such as ‘dinner, hay, carrots and
apples’ but I will admit that there is a similarity between ‘goose’
and ‘English’ in which both species seem to babble incessantly.
Neither species seem to comprehend what silence can
communicate with the occasional bray when it is important to
express an opinion! At risk here of being accused of babbling
incessantly I will invite all of our wonderful supporters to come
and see for yourself the contentment of Gary and Gracie and Gertie,
the developing beauty of Bailey and to witness Viscount frolicking
the field. Monty and I hope that you will come soon.  We will be
waiting for you.

Donkey eating the Snowman’s [carrot] nose!!
Snowman and Donkeys at Island Farm, watercolours by Nandi Ablett

We also have tote bags and reasonably priced sweatshirts complete with our logo, children’s books,
mugs with pictures of Island Farm donkeys as well as lots of soft toy donkeys. Our children’s books are very popular and

have over 50% reduced price starting at £2.50

A really good present is to
ADOPT a DONKEY it costs £15

and really helps the Sanctuary as well.



Copies of POLLYANNE and
other books on SALE at the

Sanctuary NOW
POLLLYANNE - £6.99 or by

post £9.60 [includes
postage and packing]

A  DONKEY STORY ~ This is the story of
BRENDA and because of the care and love she received at

Island Farm she is now making a good recovery

We welcome Dave Ebsworth as a new trustee
at Island Farm. Dave has been a volunteer
for some time now and we have appreciated
his help and support. We are very happy to
welcome him as a member of the Trustee
team. We now have 120 donkeys in our care
at Island Farm. This means that there are a
lot of mouths to feed and a lot of work for
our hard working staff and volunteers.  This
of course means more fund raising and one
way of fund raising is to ask people to
remember us when they make a will.
Legacies play an important part in the
funding of the major charities and if you are
making a will we would be grateful if you
would remember us.  As you know we
received one legacy in the past which was a
major contributing factor to the rebuild of
the stables.  To honour this kind benefactor,
and others who offer their services in

 different ways, we have arranged to have a
plaque placed on our memorial wall.  This is
lovely way to remember those dear to us and
we hope that all our supporters will let us know
if they too would like a plaque in memory of a
friend or if you have lost a loved one, human or
animal. A plaque on the memorial wall is a
lovely way to keep their memory alive, whilst
contributing to the continuing well being of the
animals at Island Farm. We will have a special
place on the memorial wall for our pets who
have shared their lives with us. They too will
have a place. Some smaller combined legacies
have repaired the barn roof and we are always
touched and grateful to be remembered. Rev
Janice Chilton will be holding a short Service
on 17th Oct at 7.30pm to remember all those
people and pets represented on the Memorial

 Wall,  this will  be followed by tea and cake
in the Visitor Centre. Our fund raising efforts
continue with the table top sales, flea markets,
craft fairs, the   country weekend and the
donkey and dog shows. We have  hosted the
very successful Yeknod weekend which was
a motorbike rally, where we supplied the
venue and catering for bikers’ event. Island
Farm offers well equipped space to host
events, with catering, parking and the added
benefit of access to the sanctuary too.
We look forward to  working together for the
good of the animals, our tireless supporters,
our industrious staff and all of our wonderful
volunteers without whom the work of the
sanctuary could not continue. Finally, we
would like to thank our kind benefactors who
have funded the new fencing and the new
donkey drinking troughs. It is a very kind
gesture which is much appreciated.

There is such a lot of work to do in the
yard, mucking out, cleaning and filling
the water buckets, putting out the hay
and straw.  That is a lot of work when
there are 120 donkeys to care for.  We
are so lucky with our volunteers and
this month we want to put the spotlight
on Heidi.  Heidi came originally with
her daughter Abbie who was really
keen to volunteer but too young to
come alone.  Heidi came to support
Abbie and we were therefore lucky to
get two for the price of one!  We are
still lucky to have Heidi who has been
so consistent and has proved a brilliant
asset to the yard volunteer team.

We are also grateful to Abbie
for her help. Sadly, Abbie has
had to stop working in the
yard as she has an allergy but
we know she will be helping
in other ways when she can.
For example Abbie is also
famous for the delicious
strawberry pavlovas that she
makes for the staff  and
volunteer party.  Heidi and
Abbie will always help out
not only in the yard but
multi tasking at the big
functions and we are grateful
for their support.

Heidi grooming in
the paddocks

Abbie on duty at
one of our events

DONKEY MANURE
MANURE from Island Farm available

NOW ready bagged.
Mature and ready to use now.

Just leave a donation
OPEN 11am - 4pm

Judy Gibbons, Chair of Trustees, Catherine Keogh, Vice Chair, Annie Ebsworth Trustee, Dave Ebsworth, Trustee

Brenda is feeling much better lately.  When Brenda first arrived at
Island Farm she was a sorry sight and many of our visitors expressed
their distress at Brenda’s skeletal state.  We are pleased to report
that there is much improvement in her condition although still some
way to go.  We were approached by Brenda’s previous owner who
informed us that they had two elderly donkeys, and their
situation no longer allowed them to take care of them.  They told us
that one donkey was fine, but Brenda had been losing weight for a

long time and they were concerned about her. When John McLaren visited the donkeys he
brought them both back to Island Farm and immediately used his expertise to help Brenda.  Way
back in Brenda’s past history our vet confirmed that she had suffered extensive worm damage.
If donkeys are not regularly wormed, to ensure that they do not contract worms, the parasites will
cause irreversible damage to the gut.  In younger donkeys they can compensate but as they get
older and slower to eat, their digestive systems do not allow them to absorb what they need from
their food to maintain a healthy weight.  John McLaren makes sure that Brenda is now fed
regularly several times a day to ensure that she digests and has all the food she needs.  She has
constant access to hay and water, we have also had to fence of the staff room because she did
try to convince the staff at Island Farm that coffee and biscuits would hasten her recovery!
However, Linda Chilton, our Stable Manager told her otherwise! She is very sociable and loves
both humans and equines. The free access she has been afforded to help her recovery have
however brought her to the attention of many of our kind supporters and so I am sure when you
next visit you will find the new self appointed Head Girl ~ Brenda in fine fettle.

BRENDA with John Mclaren



Friendly village pub
in the centre of the village,

OUR MEMORIAL WALL
IS NOW in PLACE

This is a lovely way in which we can remember
our friends,family and pets too.

COME and JOIN US for a

Short Service led by Rev Janice Chilton
at the Sanctuary on 17th October 2013 at 7.30pm

Refreshments afterwards
in the Visitor Centre

Everyone is invited to join us when we will be
remembering our volunteers, friends, benefactors

and pets who have passed away.

Putting Animals on the agenda
of the Christian Church

We are a voice for animals in the Catholic Church

Email: deborahjark@aol.com

We work closely with ASWA [see advert above]

We work closely with CCA [see advert below]

MOTs, Servicing & Repairs
All vehicles, including light commercial

ALL FAIRS - Setting up from 8am
For pitches ring: 01491 833938

Please check with website
www.donkeyrescue.org.uk
or ring 01491 833938

Table Top and Jumble, Book Stall
and Bric a Brac

2nd & 4th Saturdays in the month

The Hartland
Podiatry Clinic

10 Barnards Way
Charlton
Wantage

Oxfordshire
OX12 7EA

Telephone: 01235 798313
www.thehartlandclinic.co.uk

We provide a full range of foot health care services for all the family

Thank you for
supporting  the donkeys

FOXTAIL GARAGE
White Horse Business Park

Ware Road
Stanford In The Vale,

Faringdon SN7 8NY

Tel: 01367 718 698
BMW Specialist and ALL makes.

Garden Centre and Crafts
Homemade cakes, Sunday roasts

Root One Garden Centre 01491 836277
 Brightwell-cum-Sotwell

THE WALLINGFORD BOOKSHOP
10C ST. MARTIN’S STREET

WALLINGFORD, OXFORDSHIRE
OX10 0AL

Telephone / Fax: 01491 834383
Email: books@wallingfordbookshop.com

Excellent range of books, audios and
fine art and stationery.

Shoe
REPAIRS

Engraving KEY
CUTTING

FEET FIRST
21 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford
Contact Gary on: 01491 825224

Watch straps
Batteries

Stitching
repairs

Travel goods
luggage

www.facebook.com/FullCircleTravel

www.fullcircletravel.co.uk

Kitchen & Bathroom Visions

•Bathroom Fitting  •Kitchen Fitting
•Under Floor Heating •Property Maintenance

•Electrics
H: 01235 759041 - M: 07912 855563

Email: Kbvisions@aol.com
www.Kitchenandbathroomvisions.com

Wallingford 01491 24000
Didcot 1235 519888

London 020 7079 1440
23 St Martin’s St, Wallingford, OXON OX10 0AL
01491 824000
72, Broadway, Didcot, OXON OX118AE
01235 519888

lesterspartnership.com

Many thanks to our advertisers
for supporting Island Farm

Donkey Sanctuary.
To advertise please email:

labcott2@gmail.com

Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary Newsletter Circulation 3,500

Friday 13th December at 7.30pm

Carols - led by Rev Janice Chilton
Afterwards join us for mince pies
and mulled wine and more!!

WE COLLECT
USED

STAMPS

WE are OPEN
everyday from

11am - 4pm.
No entry charge
and car parking

is free
Adopt a Donkey £15 ask in the Office

or ring 01491 833938


